
























the IPCC15. Instead of further facilitating the desh·uctive fossil fuel indusb-y, Department 
resources must be directed to the renewable energy sector. It is immoral to persist in 
assisting industries that will lead to a total annihilation of life on this planet under the 
current IPCC model's worst-case scenario (2% chance). It is vital to remember that our 
planet is finite. It is an island in space, with finite resources and endless growth is simply 
impossible and irrational. 

As David Attenborough pointed out in A Life on Our Planet (2020)16, the Chernobyl disaster 
may serve as a warning. The USSR responded too late to the explosion and exposed the 
people living nearby to dangerous and fatal levels of radiation. That was referred to as 
criminal negligence by our government. Are we all meant to be the people of Pripyat, the 
doomed town and its inhabitants at Chernobyl? We live our lives in the shadow of a disaster 
of our own making. Climate impacts are already worse than predicted, heating the planet 
faster than initial modelling has shown. lf the current doomsday predictions are already 
superseded by faster wanning, faster melting of glaciers, faster melting of Arctic and 
Antarctic icecaps, it could also mean that this 2% chance is an under-estimate. Do we dare 
take this chance and gam.ble short-term gain against long term annihilation? We have the 
means to stop this irrationality now. The technology has been in place for more than 50 
years. We can save not only ourselves by going ' green', but also assist poorer nations to 
defray fossil fuel use by behaving morally and ethically and export our advanced renewable 
energy technology. Aush·alia has exceptional research and engineering capacity. I am 
disheartened by our current outlook if small developing counh·ies like Namibia17 have better 
plans than our rich developed country that remains beholden and blackmailed by fossil fuel 
companies. 

I also wish to remind the Minister that the electorate in the NT voted for a stop on fracking. 
Allowing fracking to happen now is breaking a contract with most voters. Is this 
government only about the" blah, blah, blah" Greta Thunberg so eloquently spoke about1s7 

I thank the Department and its officers for consideration of my objection. 

Yours sincerely 

Ingrid Witte BSc Hons (UNSW), PhD (UNSW) 

Please direct correspondence to Ingrid Witte via: 

15 https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/ accessed 15/09/2022 
16 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David Attenborough: A Life on Our Planet accessed 
15/09/2022 
17 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/9/12/africas-first-hydrogen-power-plant-to-produce­

electricit-by-2024 accessed 14/09/2022 

18 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uBL7td5sozk accessed 14/09/2022 
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